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Former Director GEOMAR Helmholtz Centre for Ocean Research Kiel 

 

Degrees 
 
1992    Habilitation, Aachen University of Technology 
 
1986   Ph.D. Geological Sciences, Aachen University of Technology 
 
1983 MSc. Geological Sciences, Aachen University of Technology 
 
Positions 
 
2012 – 2020     Director, GEOMAR Helmholtz Centre for Ocean Research, Kiel 
 
2004 – 2011  Director and CEO, Leibniz Institute of Marine Sciences, Kiel 
 
2003 – present Full Professor, University of Kiel 
 
2002 – 2003   Visiting Professor, Southampton Oceanography Centre, UK 
 
1997 – 1999  Dean, Freiberg University of Mining and Technology 
 
1993 – 2003  Full Professor, Freiberg University of Mining and Technology 
 
1992 – 1993  Associate Professor, Aachen University of Technology 
 
1992    Visiting Professor, Geological Survey of Canada 
 
1989 – 1992  Assistant Professor, Aachen University of Technology 
 
1987 – 1988  Post-Doctoral Fellow, University of Toronto, Canada 
 
1983 – 1987  Research Assistant/Associate, Aachen University of Technology 
 
1983    Project Geologist, Cyprus Crustal Study Project, Cyprus 
 
Professional Activities 
 
2015 – 2016  Vice President Helmholtz Association of German Research Centres 
 
2012 – 2015  Advisory Board JAMSTEC Yokohama 
 



2011 – 2015  External Advisory Council, Halifax Marine Research Institute 
 
2011 – 2019  Advisory Council, National Oceanography Centre Southampton 
 
2007 – present Maritime Ambassador, European Commission 
 
2005 – 2010  Senator of the German Science Foundation 
 
2004 – present Maritime Coordinator, Federal State of Schleswig-Holstein 
 
2004 – 2007  Founding Chair, German Marine Research Consortium 
 
1997 – 1999  Dean, Faculty of Geosciences, Geo-Technology and Mining 
 
Awards 
 
2015   First Class Order of Merit of the Federal Republic of Germany 
 
2010   Order of Merit of the Federal State of Schleswig-Holstein 
 
2005   Elected Member, German Academy of Science & Engineering 
 
2000 Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz Research Award, German Science 

Foundation 
 
1998   Elected Member, Saxonian Academy of Sciences 
 
1993   Victor Moritz Goldschmidt Award, German Mineralogical     
                                 Association 
 
1993   Friedrich Wilhelm Award, Aachen University of Technology 
 
1992   Hans Schneiderhöhn Award, Natural History Museum Mainz 
 
1991   Max Planck Research Award, Alexander von Humboldt Foundation 
 
1990   International Marine Minerals Society Award 
 
1987   Friedrich Wilhelm Award, Aachen University of Technology 
 
1987   Borchers Medal, Aachen University of Technology 
 
1987 Alexander von Humboldt Foundation Post-Doctoral Research 

Fellowship 
 
Expeditions 



 
Since 1983 participation in more than 25 expeditions to the Indian, Pacific, Atlantic and 
Antarctic Ocean 


